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BASKETBALL TEAMS 
HAVE CHANCE TO HOST
Samuel Wilson/ Montana Kaimin
Former University of Montana quarterback Jordan Johnson, center, sits with his legal team during the opening statements of his trial at the Missoula 
County Courthouse yesterday. Johnson is facing one charge of sexual intercourse without consent.
About 100 citizen lobbyists 
descended on Helena Friday to 
advocate for a bill that would end 
the death penalty in Montana. 
Many advocates of House 
Bill 370, including at least 20 
from the Missoula and Bitter-
root areas, arrived on busses 
provided by the Montana Abo-
lition Coalition – the group re-
sponsible for the bill. 
“The death penalty is a sys-
tem that is broken beyond re-
pair,” said Jennifer Kirby, the 
Coalition’s coordinator. 
“It wastes states’ resources, 
risks executing an innocent per-
son and puts murder victims’ 
families through the agony of 
trial and appeals,” Kirby added.
Kirby said the lobbying ef-
fort was a great success, with 
 MISSOULA MONTANA
Group seeks 
end to state 
death penalty
Ketti Wilhelm
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MONTANA
The U.S. Postal Service’s 
plan to cut Saturday delivery 
service has incited criticism 
from Montana lawmakers and 
spurred letter-carrier unions to 
call for the removal of Postmas-
ter General Patrick Donahoe.  
“This decision will further 
slow down mail delivery in 
Montana and hurt Montana 
businesses,” Sen. Jon Tester 
said in a press release.  
Donahoe announced Feb. 5 
that the USPS would discon-
tinue Saturday first-class mail 
delivery beginning in August. 
Package services will continue 
USPS irks
Montanans
Brett Berntsen
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Former University of Mon-
tana football quarterback Jor-
dan Johnson faced his accuser 
in the courtroom for the first 
time Monday.
The victim, referred to in 
the affidavit as Jane Doe, tes-
tified about her past, briefly 
touching on her relationship 
with Johnson. Doe said that 
while she had been interest-
ed in Johnson early in their 
friendship, they had drifted 
apart for a while.
Doe first accused Johnson 
of rape through the Univer-
Victim takes stand during opening 
arguments of Jordan Johnson trial
Ashley Nerbovig
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sity of Montana by reporting 
it to former Dean of Students 
Charles Couture. Johnson was 
formally charged with sexual 
intercourse without consent 
in July 2012.
A jury of seven women and 
five men who had been cho-
sen before a midday break 
first listened to opening argu-
ments, then to Jane Doe as she 
described the events leading 
up to her alleged rape.
Doe said she thought 
they might make out on that 
night, but that she had never 
planned on having sex with 
Johnson. At the time, Doe 
said, she just wanted to get to 
know him better. 
Before any further discus-
sion of the night in question, 
Judge Karen Townsend called 
the evening recess. 
Doe’s friends and family 
sat inside the courtroom as 
she took the stand. Johnson’s 
parents sat in the front row. 
The families listened to 
opening statements, which 
included graphic accounts by 
both the prosecution and de-
fense about Doe and Johnson’s 
sexual intercourse, including 
sex positions and words ex-
changed between the two. 
Prosecuting attorney Adam 
Duerk described injuries to 
Doe, which he said were ex-
amined by a nurse at St. Pat-
rick Hospital. The injuries 
were consistent with rape, 
Duerk said.
Doe had also been diagnosed 
with post-traumatic stress disor-
der following the alleged rape, 
Duerk said. At the end of his 
opening statement, Duerk said 
the victim is not the one on trial. 
“Jane Doe said no in both 
words and actions, and she 
meant it,” Duerk said. “At the 
end of this case, we will ask 
for a conviction.” 
Kirsten Pabst, former dep-
uty county attorney now 
See TRIAL, page 3
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GOT NEWS? We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
The Montana Kaimin, in its 115th 
year, is published by the students of 
the University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism uses 
the Montana Kaimin for practice 
courses but assumes no control 
over policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed and written 
by Kaimin editors. 
Editor
Billie Loewen           
Business Manager
Kelton Enich
News Editors
Taylor W. Anderson
Austin Green
Heather Jurva
Arts+Culture Editor
Brooks Johnson 
Sports Editor
Erik C. Anderson
Photo Editor
Tim Goessman
Design Editor
Carli Krueger
Multimedia Editor
Samuel Wilson
Reporters
Cassidy Belus
Bjorn Bergeson
Brett Bernsten
Jackson Bolstad
Katheryn Houghton
Ashley Nerbovig
Grace Ryan
Zeno Wicks
Ketti Wilhelm
Arts+Culture Reporters 
Christopher Allen
Eben Wragge-Keller
Riley Pavelich
Sports Reporters
Andy Bixler
Grady Higgins
Austin Schempp
Alexandria Valdez
Photographers
Thom Bridge
Candace Rojo
Taylor Romack
Stacy Thacker
Designers
Allison Bye
Jess Neary
Candace Rojo
Eben Wragge-Keller
Video Reporters
Tommy Martino
Hunter D’Antuono
Austin Smith
Columnists
Callan Berry
Jenna Franklin
Lilian Langston
Blake Reynolds
Ric Sanchez
Copy Chief
Allison Bye
Copy Editors
Milly Allen
Britni Eidem
Kathleen Hodges
Missy Lacock
Hanah Redman
Ric Sanchez
Donelle Weston
Cartoonist
Callan Berry
montanakaimin
Newsroom Phone 406-243-4310       Business Phone 406-243-6541
By Callan Berry
#BROMANCE
BRO APPÉTIT
 CULTURE COLUMN
U SAY 
IN THEUC
Sabrina Lenzsch
“I feel that it would be 
inconvenient if your bills 
are due on Sunday or 
Monday.”
“It disappoints me, one 
day a week without mail is 
inconvenient enough.”
Kevin Maher
“It’s not that big of a deal. 
I understand with budget 
cuts and stuff. I can wait.” 
What do you think of the U.S. Postal 
Service removing Saturday routes?
Sophomore, nutrition
Joe Stube
Sophomore, Japanese Senior, environmental studies
Love is in the air like Cupid’s been hot-boxing, and like it or not, 
you’re gonna get a contact high. Now there are two ways you can deal 
with these rising emotions: Normally, you could do what any Bro 
worth his salt (BRAHLT??) would do and bury those feelings deep, 
deep inside where feelings belong, like Dad said before he left. If you 
can’t do that, you’re in love. So let’s make the best of an awful situation. 
A bunch of you are going to walk up to your prospective Valentine 
and immediately ask to make out. NO! Bad Bro! You will get slapped, 
go home alone, listen to Jack Johnson and then try to tell Dad over 
the phone that you’re not crying. He won’t believe you. If you want 
to avoid this fate, you need to have a plan to successfully woo them, 
hopefully into a relationship!
May I suggest giving your beau (BREAU??) some flowers? There 
is a dumpster behind Bitterroot Flowers that holds a treasure trove of 
nearly OK, mostly garbage flowers, fo’ FREE! Watch out for the rabid 
raccoon that hangs out in the alley.  Last time I was there I swear I 
heard racial slurs between the foaming growls.
Once you give your BREAUS (it’s gonna stick) flowers, they will 
begin to remember your face. This is good! Now you can be polite to 
them, slowly building a friendship. Offer them a ride to school in the 
sweet gigantic truck Dad got you from his dealership before he de-
stroyed your family. They will appreciate the helpful gesture, and as-
sume that your penis is huge. Make sure to constantly mention your 
exes during the drive to remind them of your single status!
After a few months of this, you are ready to move things along. In-
troduce your potential partner to your friends. Be sure to act as weird 
as possible during the rendezvous. Your friends will assume you’ve 
changed, and will forever hate your BREAU. This is an important part 
of any relationship!
Now you should have everything you need for romance: a basic 
physical attraction, a friendship based upon material possessions and 
mild indentured servitude, plus the loathing of all your companions. 
Now, let’s ask the sucker out! Kick out your roommate, light some 
candles and invite them over. Before they arrive, put on some Bruno 
Mars to let them know how sensitive you are.
When they get there, hand them a single rose, ‘cause you heard 
them talk about “The Bachelor” once, and be all like, “We should go 
out.” Your eloquence and mise-en-scene should sweep them off their 
feet. Congratulations! You are now dating! Make sure to instantly call 
Dad to let him know that you’re not gonna screw this up like he did 
with Mom. Then proceed to make out or whatever it is couples do.
Alternatively, if they reject you, reach out to your friends that you 
estranged in the romantic process. If your friends reject you as well, 
join me next week when I’ll show you how to make some quality new 
bros! HAPPY BRAHLENTINE’S DAY!
(Side note: We’d like to apologize for a line in last week’s column. Dur-
ing the editing process, a joke about drinking wine to look sophisticated 
turned into something different than the intended meaning. Looks like 
we pulled a real broner – Callan Berry and editor Austin Green)
callan.berry@umontana.edu
O n Friday, the Montana Kaimin made a mis-take. In preparation 
for the Jordan Johnson rape 
trial, we established a hashtag 
to use with our Twitter cover-
age of a media frenzy. It was 
a hashtag that other news or-
ganizations in town were us-
ing, and in a moment of lapsed 
judgment, we followed along. 
The hashtag was #UMRape. 
At first, it made sense. This is 
the rape trial of a University 
of Montana student. On sec-
ond thought, we realized how 
this simple hashtag implied 
that Johnson is guilty, days be-
fore the first witness takes the 
stand. We quickly apologized 
and changed our trial coverage 
hashtag to #JohnsonTrial.
This error wasn’t intentional, 
but it reflects a larger trend in 
media today. Too often, people 
are assumed guilty by the me-
dia long before a judge strikes 
the gavel. Already, it seems, 
Johnson’s innocence is lost in 
the minds of many Missou-
EDITORIAL
Tweets, not twits
lians. Don’t get us wrong, we 
are not advocating for any par-
ticular outcome in this trial. We 
are advocating for the truth. If 
Johnson is found guilty, justice 
should be served accordingly. 
If he is found innocent, again, 
we hope for justice. The prob-
lem today is this: Too often, 
especially in rape cases, people 
assume they know all of the 
details. Many individuals as-
sume they can accurately judge 
whether someone is guilty of a 
crime. We read news and point 
to statistics, only to find a dou-
ble-edged sword. According to 
the FBI, only eight percent of 
rape allegations are false. To 
some watching this trial, this 
statistic means the victim must 
be telling the truth. For others, it 
means the chance for a wrong-
ful conviction is high. Some 
people assume that because 
Johnson is a football player he 
must be lying, while others as-
sume the exact opposite.
The point is people’s lives 
are on the line this week. Me-
dia from all over the nation are 
heavily covering the Johnson 
trial. For both the alleged vic-
tim and her family, and John-
son and his family, the outcome 
of this trial will have a lifelong 
impact. While you are reading 
and watching news coverage, 
be careful to examine where 
your own biases lie and wheth-
er they affect the coverage you 
watch. Don’t give into believ-
ing prior assumptions. From 
feminists to Griz season ticket 
holders, this trial will remind 
us that justice doesn’t mean our 
assumptions are truth.
editor@montanakaimin.com
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Wednesday, Feb. 6 
BOOKSTORE BUST
The University bookstore report-
ed a shoplifter after observing the 
incident on their surveillance cam-
eras. There are no suspects and Uni-
versity Police did not say what was 
stolen. The investigation is ongoing. 
PITIFUL PUPPY
A caller was concerned 
about the welfare of a dog tied 
to a railing at the Missoula Col-
lege Administration Building 
Wednesday afternoon. Sgt. 
Ward DeWitt of University 
Police said it was a “nice little 
POLICE BLOTTER
Ashley Nerbovig
Montana Kaimin
dog.” The owner untied the 
dog later that day.
Thursday, Feb. 7
METHADON’T
A caller reported a man ha-
rassing people at a bus stop near 
campus. The man, described by 
DeWitt as “a wigged-out dude 
dancing in the street,” was later 
stopped by University Police. The 
man had just been to the metha-
done clinic and was feeling the ef-
fects of the substance. University 
Police were able to convince him 
to go home. “Not a crime to be 
weird in Missoula,” DeWitt said.
Saturday, Feb. 9
TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT
A female student reported a 
car had wedged up against hers 
in a parking lot on campus, caus-
ing damage to the side of her car. 
University Police filed a report 
and the investigation is ongoing. 
CHASING AMY
A drunk woman was 
tracked by University police 
Saturday night. She was first 
seen walking from Craig Hall 
towards the Griz statue. The 
officers were unable to locate 
her at that time. Later she was 
seen sitting in the Miller Hall 
lobby, before heading south 
on Arthur Ave. University Po-
lice located her and drove her 
home to her husband. 
ashley.nerbovig@umontana.edu
@nerb11
MONTANA
 CAMPUS
Crash spills chemical 
into Clarks Fork River
Associated Press
serving in Johnson’s defense, 
described the nurse who ex-
amined Doe as “grossly un-
professional,” alleging that 
the nurse did not follow prop-
er medical procedure.
Pabst said the nurse, who is 
part of the First Step program 
at St. Patrick Hospital, would 
testify that her findings were 
also consistent with consen-
sual sexual intercourse.
Pabst ended her opening re-
marks with a statement regard-
ing the question of consent.
“No definitely means no, 
but in all fairness, yes must 
also mean yes,” Pabst said.
At the time of the assault, 
Johnson had just come off his 
first season as starting quar-
terback for UM. He was sus-
pended from the Griz foot-
TRIAL
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ball team but was allowed 
to continue to attend classes 
through this year.
Johnson’s case has since 
gained a lot of attention in the 
media as it takes place during 
three ongoing investigations 
by the Justice Department, 
Department of Education and 
the NCAA into the Univer-
sity of Montana. It also over-
lapped with the sentencing of 
Beau Donaldson, another Griz 
football player who pleaded 
guilty to rape and was sen-
tenced last month to 30 years 
in prison with 20 suspended.
The trial is expected to last 11 
days, split equally between the 
defense and the prosecution. 
It picks up again Wednesday 
with the rest of Doe’s testimo-
ny, including her description of 
the alleged rape.
ashley.nerboig@umontana.edu
@nerb11
BILLINGS, Mont. — An 
estimated 5,000 gallons of a 
chemical used to de-ice roads 
spilled into the Clarks Fork 
River, killing dozens of fish, 
after a semitrailer crash Mon-
day near the Montana-Wyo-
ming border.
The Montana Department 
of Environmental Quality 
said two tankers being pulled 
by the semi and carrying 
magnesium chloride went 
into the river along Montana 
Highway 72, two miles north 
of the Wyoming border.
One of the tankers broke 
open, spilling its entire con-
tents. The other tanker did not 
leak and was safely removed, 
the DEQ said.
Public water suppliers 
downstream of the crash site, 
including in Billings and 
Lockwood, were notified of 
the spill in case the chemical 
plume threatens drinking wa-
ter systems. The Clarks Fork, 
a tributary of the Yellowstone 
River, flows north from Wyo-
ming into Montana.
Dozens of dead fish were 
found near the crash site by 
emergency crews, authorities 
said.
Wildlife workers patrolled 
the banks of the river looking 
for additional damages. Of-
ficials also placed live fish in 
cages into the water near the 
spill site to see if they suffer 
any problems.
But Bob Gibson with Mon-
tana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
says magnesium chloride is 
designed to dilute quickly, 
which could lessen environ-
mental damage.
Exposure to magnesium 
chloride can cause people to 
suffer eye and respiratory ir-
ritation and vomiting, said 
Tom Livers with the Montana 
Department of Environmen-
tal Quality.
The river is relatively slow-
moving, meaning water sup-
ply administrators should 
have time to close their intake 
valves if a plume of concen-
trated chemical approaches, 
Livers said.
The unidentified driver of 
the semitrailer, operated by 
Lynch Trucking of Riverton, 
Wyo., was cited for careless 
driving.
Montana Highway Patrol 
Trooper Gabriel Bernard said 
the driver failed to negoti-
ate a turn as he approached a 
bridge over the Clarks Fork and 
crashed into the guardrail.
One of the trailers rolled 
down the embankment and 
into the river, and the other 
flipped over the guardrail 
and into the water, he said.
Montana Kaimin
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THREE TEENS JAILED 
Three Missoula teenagers 
were arrested for burglary and 
vehicular theft Feb. 5, according 
to the Missoula County Sher-
iff’s Office.  The teens allegedly 
stole a Honda minivan before 
crashing it on Blue Mountain 
Road. The trio then allegedly 
Compiled by Jackson Bolstad
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participants arriving from dis-
tant towns such as Whitefish, 
Absarokee, Dillon and Poplar. 
“All corners of the state came 
to the capital to tell their legisla-
tors how broken the death pen-
alty system is,” Kirby said. 
The House Judiciary commit-
tee is scheduled to vote on HB-
370 Thursday. 
Steve Dogiakos, the Coali-
tion’s director of conservative 
DEATH PENALTY
From page 1
entered a house in the area and 
stole multiple items, including 
credit cards and keys to a Jeep 
Wrangler. A woman inside the 
house called Missoula Police 
when she heard the Jeep start-
ing, and a police chase ensued 
along South Fifth and Reserve 
streets. The Jeep ran over a 
spike strip, which flattened 
two of its tires, before it eventu-
ally collided with a county pa-
trol car.  The chase lasted about 
eight minutes and nobody was 
injured. 
MONTANA SETTLES SEXUAL 
ABUSE CASE 
According to court docu-
ments, the state of Montana 
has paid a $350,000 settle-
ment in a sexual assault case 
that took place in 2010 at the 
Montana Developmental Cen-
ter in Boulder, Mont. Allen 
Whetstone received a five-
year prison sentence Oct. 17, 
2011 for the sexual assault of 
a developmentally disabled 
woman at the center. The state 
paid $21,175 in private attor-
ney fees in defense of the case. 
MISSOULA POSTS TOP 
GRADUATION RATE IN MT
The Missoula County Public 
High Schools topped Mon-
tana AA schools last year in 
graduation rates, according to 
the Montana Office of Public 
Instruction. Hellgate, Big Sky 
and Sentinel had a combined 
graduation rate of 90.1 per-
cent. Sentinel was the highest 
at 92.7 percent, while Big Sky 
and Hellgate were each at 88.9 
percent. The average gradu-
ation rate for Montana AA 
schools was 83.9 percent.
RALLY FOR SECOND 
AMENDMENT RIGHTS
Nearly 60 people gathered 
on the steps of the Montana 
Capitol on Friday morning 
to rally in support of second 
amendment rights, accord-
ing to the Independent Re-
cord. People carried signs that 
said, “Stop school violence, 
arm teachers” and “Gun free 
zones kill kids,” among other 
things. The group’s aim was 
to draw attention from citi-
zens, not the Legislature, ac-
cording to activist Scott Nor-
dstrom. “Most of the people 
in the (Capitol) are like us,“ 
Nordstrom said. “They get it.”
RACE TO THE SKY
The first leg of the 28th an-
nual Montana Race to the Sky 
began Saturday morning at 
Camp Rimini. Organizers say 
a total of 11 mushers and dog-
sled teams are registered for 
the 350-mile race. The teams 
journey from Camp Rimini, 
near Lincoln, to Owl Creek 
north of Seeley Lake, and then 
back to Lincoln. 
jackson.bolstad@umontana.edu
outreach, said he thinks the 
committee will likely approve 
the bill, which would send it to 
the floor of the House. 
“We’ve got some good pros-
pects with some swing voters on 
that committee and we’re very 
hopeful,” Dogiakos said. He did 
not specify which members he 
considers likely supporters.
HB370 is spearheaded by a bi-
partisan team of four legislators 
including Rep. Margie MacDon-
ald, D-Billings, who is vice chair 
of the House Judiciary committee. 
Rep. Doug Kary, R-Billings, is 
the primary sponsor. Sens. Mat-
thew Rosendale, R-Glendive, 
and Dave Wanzenried, D-Mis-
soula, are also sponsors. 
“They may not agree on the 
reasons, but they all agree that 
it’s time for it to go,” Kirby said 
of the group. 
She added that five states 
have abolished the death pen-
alty in the last five years, bring-
ing the total to 17 states and the 
District of Columbia that do not 
have a death penalty.
The Coalition, which is based 
in Helena but also has organiz-
ers in Missoula and Billings, has 
proposed bills that would end 
the death penalty in every legis-
lative session since 2007. 
In 1999, the year after the 
group formed, the Coalition 
brought forth a successful bill 
that eliminated the death pen-
alty for minors. 
In the 1972 case Furman v. 
Georgia, Supreme Court of the 
United States put a stop to the 
death penalty because of con-
cerns that the sentence was not 
being applied equally in all cas-
es. The decision was reversed in 
1976. 
Since then, Kirby said Mon-
tana has given the death sen-
tence to 13 people. Three of the 
13 have been executed – the most 
recent in 2006. Six had their sen-
tences changed or overturned, 
two committed suicide in prison 
and two more remain on death 
row. 
ketti.wilhelm@umontana.edu
six days a week, and customers 
could still receive letters in P.O. Box-
es on Saturdays, said USPS regional 
spokesperson for Montana, Peter 
Nowacki.  
The cutback is still pending 
congressional approval and postal 
unions condemn Donahoe’s plan, 
which challenges the current con-
gressional mandate requiring uni-
versal six-day delivery for all types 
of mail.  
“We would certainly call for 
him to step down if he thinks this 
is a wise course of action,” said Paul 
Price of the National Association for 
Letter Carriers. 
The proposal comes in response 
to crippling financial losses and 
reduced demand for the agency in 
recent years. The USPS lost $16 bil-
lion in 2012 and mail volume has 
decreased by 53 billion units per 
year since 2006, Nowacki said.  
“We think this is a plan that is 
not going to harm customers too 
much but yet will allow us to see 
about  $2 billion a year in savings,” 
Nowacki said.
National surveys by the Wash-
ington Post, USA Today, The New 
York Times, and Gallup, show 67-71 
percent of Americans support the 
decision. But residents of rural com-
MAIL
From page 1
munities in states like Montana re-
main apprehensive toward possible 
impacts. 
“I think it’s a big-time inconve-
nience,” said Alfred Haflich, owner 
of a log furniture business in Troy, 
Mont. “For (mail) to be two days out 
on the weekend would delay mon-
ey and delay product.”
Haflich said mail service is im-
portant in small communities like 
his, and the delivery cut will force 
rural residents to make extra trips 
into town. Other concerns about 
the delivery cutback involve people 
who receive medicine or important 
supplies through the mail. 
Nowacki said USPS acknowl-
edges these customers and will 
keep delivering packages on Satur-
days to serve their needs and also 
those of the agency itself. Parcel post 
is a lone bright spot for USPS lately. 
They’ve seen a 14 percent increase 
in package service over the last two 
years and Nowacki said the agency 
is not about to relinquish that to 
other companies. 
“One of the real advantages 
that we have is that we do deliver 
packages on Saturday at no extra 
charge,” he said. 
The move to five-day delivery 
is just one of several postal auster-
ity measures looming ahead for 
Montanans. In January, USPS an-
nounced office-hour cutbacks at 186 
Montana locations, an alternative to 
previous proposal that would have 
closed 85 locations for good. Ka-
lispell’s mail processing center will 
consolidate into Missoula’s plant by 
March, and similar actions are tak-
ing place around the nation.
“The whole picture is very trou-
bling,” said American Postal Work-
ers Union Communications Direc-
tor Sally Davidow. “We’re really 
concerned that this is going to has-
ten the demise of the postal service.”
The Postal Service predicament 
is not rooted in changing mailing 
habits or the rise of email and elec-
tronic bill-pay. The real problem, 
Davidow said, stems from a piece of 
legislation passed in 2006 requiring 
USPS over a 10-year period to pre-
fund retiree health benefits 75 years 
in advance. It costs USPS $5.5 billion 
a year to meet this requirement, 
which has stripped a total of $40 bil-
lion for the fund since enactment.  
“It was a plan that we thought 
at the time we could handle,” 
Nowacki said. “Then came the 
drop in volume and the worldwide 
recession.” 
The hard times forced the USPS 
to lay off 30 percent of its work-
force without hiring a single career 
employee since 2006. All that ben-
efit money, Price said, is now locked 
away for future retirees that don’t 
exist.
“If everybody that works at the 
post office now dies, that still won’t 
cap that $40 billion,” Price said. 
Unions have asked to cut the 
funding, Price said, but it’s a low pri-
ority on legislators’ lists.  
In 2012 the USPS defaulted on 
several pre-funding payments and 
Nowacki said the agency is work-
ing with Congress to spread out the 
remaining portions beyond the 2016 
deadline. He said USPS remains op-
timistic in light of tough times. The 
agency hasn’t received taxpayer 
funding since the early ’80s and isn’t 
asking for any now, but they would 
like Congress to loosen some fiscal 
restraints. 
“We want the freedom to run 
the business like a business and 
be able to make moves that we feel 
are necessary in order to make our-
selves financially solvent,” Nowacki 
said.
One remaining refuge of sup-
port for USPS could reside in a 
Montana Senator. 
Tester, a member of the senate 
subcommittee on postal affairs, said 
in a press release that he supported 
a 2012 bill to provide USPS with the 
flexibility it needs to restructure 
without affecting service in rural 
areas like Montana. The plan never 
passed the House though, and Tes-
ter has since condemned USPS ad-
ministration for the Saturday deliv-
ery cutbacks.
“This is an irresponsible change 
proposed by Postal Service execu-
tives that refuse to share in the sac-
rifice they are demanding of every-
day Montanans,” he said. 
Tester said the Governmental 
Affairs Committee would fur-
ther discuss the issue at a meeting 
scheduled for Feb. 13.
“We believe we have the author-
ity under current law to make the 
change,” Nowacki said. “We urge 
(Congress) not to take any action to 
prevent the schedule change.”
Whatever happens, Mike Wed-
dle, director of Shipping Express at 
UM, said it won’t affect their opera-
tions. As a contract post office, they 
aren’t open on Saturdays anyway 
and receive most of their funding 
through ASUM. 
Shipping Express also does 
business with FedEx and UPS, but 
Weddle said he still hopes USPS 
can manage to stick around. 
“A state like Montana, people 
still depend on the post office,” 
he said. “New York City doesn’t 
depend on the post office, but we 
do.”
 brett.berntsen@umontana.edu
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The Montana men’s basketball 
team bounced up two spots in 
this week’s College Insider Mid-
Major Poll, improving from 14th 
to 12th. The Griz (18-4, 14-0 BSC) 
are tied with Memphis for the sec-
ond longest winning streak in the 
nation with 14 in a row. Akron (7) 
leads the nation with a 15-game 
winning streak.
Saturday, Montana broke the 
Big Sky Conference record for most 
consecutive conference wins in a 
row, defeating North Dakota for 
their 25th straight.
Gonzaga is still atop the poll, al-
though the West Coast Conference 
team is hardly a mid-major any-
more. Gonzaga is also ranked No. 5 
in the Associated Press’ Top 25 poll. 
Fellow WCC powerhouse Saint 
Mary’s moves into second place af-
ter sharing the No. 4 spot last week 
with Wichita State. On Thursday, 
Gonzaga and Saint Mary’s square 
off for their second tilt of the season. 
Gonzaga won the first contest 83-78.
Another Big Sky team, Weber 
State (16-5, 11-2 BSC) received 11 
votes in the poll, but failed to crack 
the Top 25. Montana travels to Og-
den, Utah, this Thursday, Feb. 14, 
to play the Wildcats for the second 
time this season. Montana won the 
first game in Missoula, 76-74.
andrew.bixler@umontana.edu
 @ambixler3
College Insider Men’s Mid-Major Top 25
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March Madness could be 
twice the fun for the Grizzlies 
in spring if both University of 
Montana’s basketball teams 
continue winning.
The Montana men and the 
Lady Griz are the top teams in 
the Big Sky Conference, with 
the men sitting at a perfect 
14-0 and the Lady Griz hold-
ing an 11-3 conference record 
with six conference games left 
to play.  
If both teams remain at the 
top for the remainder of the 
regular season, and become 
regular season conference 
champions, Dahlberg Arena 
will host both the men’s and 
women’s 2013 Big Sky Confer-
ence Tournament.
Both the men’s and wom-
en’s tournaments added an-
other spot to last year’s six-
team conference tournament, 
which means 14 teams could 
hit the courts at Dahlberg 
Arena. 
them and all that. 
“We’ve always been fortu-
nate not to lose money on it,” 
Maes added. “We made what 
we needed to on the men’s 
side last year, and we would 
expect the same this year.” 
This wouldn’t be the first 
time the men’s and women’s 
conference tournaments were 
hosted at the same site.
Montana hosted both tour-
naments in 2000 after the 
Lady Griz and Griz won regu-
lar season titles. The tourna-
ment was comprised of just 
four teams on each side.
This year’s tournament, 
which is scheduled for March 
14-16, would need to start one 
day earlier to accommodate 
both the men’s and women’s 
Hosting the Big Sky
 BASKETBALL
Austin Schempp
Montana Kaimin
Jon Kasper, assistant com-
missioner for media relations 
of the BSC, said UM’s athletic 
department can handle host-
ing both tournaments.                                
“Montana has had so much 
experience hosting big events,” 
he said. “The people that work 
in their athletic department are 
veterans and they know how to 
deal with it.”
Chuck Maes, associate ath-
letic director for internal op-
erations at UM, said hosting the 
two tournaments shouldn’t pose 
too many financial problems. 
“The financial issue is to 
try not to lose money on it,” 
Maes said, who previously 
was a business manager in 
the athletic department. “The 
women’s tournament, we usu-
ally turn a profit on and do 
fine because there’s not a lot 
of financial commitment that 
goes with that tournament. 
But the men’s tournament, 
you have about $150,000 you 
have to pay out to schools and 
the conference and pay for a 
certain amount of travel for 
tournaments. 
Kasper said three first-
round games for the men and 
women’s tournaments would 
be Wednesday and Thursday. 
Friday would hold four semi-
final games — two women’s 
games and two men’s games 
— and Saturday would be the 
championship games. 
Because of the television 
contract with ESPNU, the 
men’s championship game 
needs to start at 7 p.m. MST 
regardless of where the tour-
nament is held.
Kasper said in addition to 
scheduling games, the host 
site is also responsible for 
scheduling practices and or-
ganizing parking. 
“Logistically, people don’t 
think about the practice 
times,” he said. “That’s the 
stuff we’ll have to schedule 
through.” 
Ladies’ head coach Robin 
Selvig, in his 35th season with 
the Lady Griz, said he doesn’t 
remember any problems with 
scheduling practice times in 
2000 when Missoula hosted 
both tournaments. 
Spring break is not sched-
uled until the first week of 
April for University of Mon-
tana students, so on-campus 
parking, especially near the 
Adams Center, may be limited.
Austin Smith/Montana Kaimin
Kareem Jamar (32) lines up a free throw as teammate Spencer Coleman and North Dakota’s Aaron Anderson (0) wait for 
the final buzzer of Montana’s 78-58 victory.
Last year, the Montana men 
won 14 straight games to cap-
ture the BSC regular season 
title and the right to host the 
tournament, which the team 
eventually won with an 85-66 
victory over Weber State. 
Selvig said home court ad-
vantage would be nice, but it’s 
more important for a team to 
be excited heading into post-
season play, regardless of 
where the tournament is held.
“It’s a great thing to be at 
home,” he said. “You’re not 
missing classes and things 
like that.”
Six games remain on the 
schedule for the Lady Griz, 
while the Montana men have 
seven. Both teams finish their 
regular season March 9. 
austin.schempp@umontana.edu
  @AustinSchempp
UM basketball teams could hold BSC tournaments 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL
The Montana men’s basketball team won 
its matchup with the University of North Da-
kota on Saturday, breaking the Big Sky Con-
ference record for wins in a row with their 
25th consecutive conference victory. 
Montana (18-4, 14-0 BSC) won its last 14 
games, now tied for the second-longest win 
streak in the nation with Memphis.
The Griz used double-digit scoring efforts 
from four of their five starters, including 16 
from senior guard Will Cherry, to beat North 
Dakota 78-58. Junior guard Kareem Jamar 
flirted with a triple-double, putting up 14 
points, nine rebounds and six assists in an ef-
fort that earned him the Big Sky Conference’s 
Player of the Week honors, the second time 
this season he has won the award. 
North Dakota’s Troy Huff led all scorers 
with a game-high 23 points, although his ef-
fort was never enough to put the contest into 
question. The Griz led 40-21 at half, and coach 
Wayne Tinkle emptied his bench with more 
than two minutes left in the game.
Montana faces its biggest conference threat 
Tuesday, when they head to Ogden, Utah, to 
take on the Weber State Wildcats, who are sec-
ond in the conference. 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
The Lady Griz maintained a narrow lead 
over Northern Colorado for the top spot in 
the conference with a 61-42 victory over the 
University of North Dakota (10-13, 5-9 BSC) in 
Grand Forks Saturday. 
The first half was a low-scoring affair, with 
the Lady Griz (17-6, 11-3 BSC) only putting up 24 
points to lead by 10 going into the locker rooms. 
However, scoring was not an issue because 
Montana held North Dakota to a measly 21.2 
percent field-goal percentage for the game. 
Andy Bixler
Montana Kaimin
GRIZ[ ]recap
Senior Katie Baker was Montana’s lead-
ing scorer with 13 points. Baker also led 
Montana with eight rebounds and three 
blocked shots. 
Montana’s next game is a Valentine’s 
Day contest with the winless Weber State 
Wildcats.
INDOOR TRACK
The Montana men’s and women’s in-
door track teams competed in Bozeman 
for the first of three consecutive week-
ends Friday. The men lost both of their 
duels, to Montana State and Weber State, 
while the women won against the same 
squads.
More importantly, three more spots were 
secured for Grizzlies in the Big Sky Champi-
onships, which are held in Bozeman in two 
weeks.
Senior Anika Green qualified in both 
the 55-meter sprint and the 55-meter hur-
dles, with times of 7.30 and 8.12 seconds. 
Junior McKenzie Luth also qualified, 
running a 56.73 in the 400-meter dash. 
Luth also won the 200-meter dash, but 
failed to reach the conference qualifica-
tion mark in that event.
There were no new qualifiers on the 
men’s side, but several Grizzlies had strong 
performances, led by junior multi-event 
star Austin Emry who won the 55-meter 
hurdles, took second in the long jump and 
took third in the pole vault. 
Other event winners for Montana in-
clude junior Kaleb Horlick , who won 
the pole vault by landing a 15-foot-5-inch 
jump, and junior Kellee Glaus, who won 
the triple jump with a distance of 12.02 
meters.
Both teams have one more chance to 
qualify next week in Bozeman before the 
conference championships. 
andrew.bixler@umontana.edu
@Ambixler3
 One for the record 
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Mathias Ward (40), Brandon Brekke (24) and Eric Hutchison (45) battle in the post during the 
first half of their match Saturday night in Dahlberg Arena. The 78-58 win gave the Griz the 
record for most consecutive wins in the Big Sky Conference.
www.MONTANAKAIMIN.com
Men’s b-ball grabs consecutive wins mark
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility 
for advertisements which are placed in 
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use 
their best judgement and investigate 
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying 
out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3 
lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. 
Prepayment is required. Ads may be 
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-
5475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com 
or call 243-6541.
             HELP WANTED 
Summer driver must be at least 
21-years old. Established local 
guest ranch June-September. 
Dining room/cabin crew mid 
August-September 244-5571. 
The Springs at Missoula is 
seeking part-time servers & 
dishwashers, the wage depends 
on experience. We seek people 
with commitment ot quality care 
and dedicated to "doing it right" 
please call 406-273-0101 or stop 
by 3710 American way for an 
application
                 SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted 
best of Missoula 2012. Student 
discounts! 136 E Broadway 
Computer Central 542-6540
                      PSA 
Need help locating assistance with 
food, housing, daycare, support 
groups or other human services? 
Call 211!
        HAPPY MARDI GRAS
“Mardi Gras” means “Fat 
Tuesday.” Traditionally, it is the 
last day for Catholics to indulge 
before Ash Wednesday starts the 
sober weeks of fasting that come 
with Lent.  
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HELENA – Gov. Steve Bull-
ock’s bill to construct new 
buildings and make renova-
tions at college campuses and 
other public facilities passed 
its first test last week and con-
tinues to make its way through 
the legislative process.
House Bill 14, also known as 
the Jobs and Opportunities by 
Building Schools bill, made it out 
of an appropriations subcom-
mittee with a 4-2 vote. It now 
moves to the House Appropria-
tions Committee and must pass 
the full House and Senate with a 
two-thirds vote in each chamber 
before the governor can sign it 
into law.
Bullock estimates the build-
ing projects would create 2,500 
jobs. The state would fund the 
new facilities with nearly $100 
million in state bonds, and the 
institutions would need to raise 
$56.5 million in private money.
Mick Robinson, deputy 
commissioner of higher educa-
tion for administrative and fis-
cal affairs, said he’s optimistic 
the bill will make it through 
the session.
“The campuses will be 
looking forward to getting 
the fundraising kicked into 
gear,” he said.
A similar bonding measure 
failed to pass the 2011 Legislature.
In another appropriations 
subcommittee last week, leg-
islators and higher education 
officials discussed a new idea 
to make some of the funds 
schools receive dependent on 
student performance.
Under the plan, the uni-
Legislature eyes campaign finance, guns in school
LEGISLATIVE ROUND UP
Amy R. Sisk
Community News Service
versity system would develop 
standards over the next year to 
measure student achievement, 
including metrics such as 
graduation rates and the time 
it takes for students to earn a 
degree. The university system 
would decide how to allocate 
$7.5 million among its institu-
tions in 2015.
“I think this is very encour-
aging,” said Clayton Christian, 
commissioner of higher educa-
tion. “It’s a voice from not only 
the (regents), but also the exec-
utive branch and the governor 
and now, potentially, the Leg-
islature to look where we can 
function as a team to move that 
ultimate goal of more Montan-
ans with a degree forward.”
Here’s a look at other highlights 
from the session’s fifth week:
BUSINESS EQUIPMENT TAX
Small business leaders sup-
port Bullock’s plan to eliminate 
the property tax on business-
es with less than $100,000 in 
equipment.
Rep. Mary McNally, D-Bill-
ings, brought the governor’s 
proposal to the House Taxation 
Committee last week. House 
Bill 332 would exempt more 
than 10,000 small businesses 
from the tax.
Currently, only businesses 
with less than $20,000 in equip-
ment do not pay the tax. Busi-
nesses above that amount pay 
a 2 percent tax on the value of 
their equipment.
“I receive a substantial tax 
bill every year,” said Anna 
Doran, owner of Big Dipper Ice 
Cream in Helena and support-
er of the bill. “These are dollars 
I would like to put toward ex-
panding my wholesale busi-
ness or paying my seniors who 
are starting college next fall at 
UM or MSU.”
Although no one spoke 
against the bill, several propo-
nents and legislators expressed 
concern that the bill provides 
no relief for businesses over the 
$100,000 threshold. That means 
that a business with $101,000 in 
equipment would pay tax on 
the entire value of its equip-
ment, not merely on the $1,000 
exceeding the threshold.
A competing proposal, 
sponsored by Sen. Bruce Tut-
vedt, R-Kalispell, passed the 
Senate last week. Senate Bill 96 
would reduce the tax rate to 1.5 
percent for companies with less 
than $10 million in equipment 
and continue to exempt busi-
nesses with less than $20,000. 
Companies with equipment 
valued at more than $10 million 
would pay a 3 percent rate.
DRONES
The debate surrounding 
the non-military use of un-
manned aircraft, or drones, 
has reached the Montana Leg-
islature, where lawmakers are 
seeking to restrict their poten-
tial use by individuals or gov-
ernments.
The Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee last week endorsed 
Senate Bill 196, sponsored 
by Sen. Matt Rosendale, R-
Glendive. The bill would pro-
hibit individuals from using 
drones to collect information 
on their neighbors, and law 
enforcement could not use the 
devices without a search war-
rant. Government agencies 
could still use them to moni-
tor public lands and interna-
tional borders.
During a hearing, Rosen-
dale and supporters from 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union and Montana County 
Attorneys Association cited 
an individual’s right to pri-
vacy as reason to restrict the 
use of drones. They worry 
the devices could fly over a 
person’s property, recording 
data or taking photographs 
without the property owner’s 
knowledge.
Another drone-related 
measure, Senate Bill 150, 
passed the Senate last week. 
That bill would prevent in-
formation collected by drones 
from being used in court 
proceedings. It would also 
prohibit governments in 
Montana from using drones 
armed with weapons.
CAMPAIGN FINANCE
A Republican lawmaker 
from Conrad wants to make 
sure people know when anon-
ymous sources pay for cam-
paign ads.
House Bill 254, sponsored 
by Rep. Rob Cook, would re-
quire campaign materials like 
television ads and fliers con-
tain a disclaimer when funded 
by anonymous sources.
“I think that the voter has 
the right to know that these 
groups are out there and 
that they prey on voters and 
that we should do something 
about it,” he said last week 
during a hearing in front of 
the House State Administra-
tion Committee.
He also presented anoth-
er measure, House Bill 255, 
which would require political 
action committees to submit a 
summary of expenditures to 
donors upon request.
GUNS IN SCHOOL
Under a proposal before 
the House Judiciary Commit-
tee, students would be able to 
keep firearms locked in their 
cars on school property.
Rep. Jerry O’Neil, R-Colum-
bia Falls, said House Bill 384 
would put state law in com-
pliance with the federal Gun 
Free School Act, which cre-
ates an exemption for school 
districts to decide whether 
to expel students who bring 
guns to school on a case-by-
case basis.
“It also allows a student in 
rural Montana to take a gun 
in the trunk of their car and 
maybe do some hunting on 
the way to school or hunt on 
the way back home,” he said.
Opponents from the Mon-
tana School Boards Association 
and MEA-MFT teachers union 
argued that guns have no place 
in school. They said it’s unlike-
ly any school board would sup-
port the measure, adding that 
students facing disciplinary 
action for bringing a weapon to 
campus already have the right 
to a hearing.
amy.sisk@umontana.edu 
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PLEASED?
PISSED?
Write a letter.
Please email letters of 
300 words or fewer to 
opinion@montanakaimin.com 
or drop them off in 
Don Anderson Hall 208. 
Please include a 
phone number. Letters are 
printed on Thursdays.
PETRIFIED?
MONTANA
